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Inspiration: Spring Pilgrims & Be the First to Welcome Them!

Surround yourself with things that inspire you. All'thingsSo met i mes it ds hard to get
nature are high on my list for what inspires me. While | atarch, even early April, when it feels like winter is still in
writing this, spring is starting to show hints of the splendcharge, or at least very reluctant about leaving. This is
that is coming. | find myself looking out the windows eaakhen being a naturalist or nature geek pays off in spades!
morning to see what nature shows me as my daily inspitamay feel like winter, but even late February can give
tion. Our lives are full of technology, traffic, noise, schedspring gifts if you know what to look for. Be the first one
ules, stress, and other craziness. Every day the outdoor® welcome the following vernal pilgrims back to Huntley

makes me feel grounded, hMepdpws! and inspired. Letds al

pledge to make room for nature. Dragonflies: Yes, there are a few brave dragonflies that

Some changes in nature seem to happen all at once thaiglt zipping around in April, even in late March some
really they happen over time, mostly hidden from our  years. The very first to keep an eye out for is the Com-
view. We notice these changes when the first plants peekon Gr een Darner (CGD). Ou
out from under the leaf litter or when a carpet of native appearing until summer, but CGDs from points south
Spring Beauty flowers shows us its face. Other signsof( may be t he Carolinas or Vi
spring arrive a bit later like the turtles warming themselviesMarch and April in those warm southern waters, and
in the sun; seeing this always makes me smile. This is maigrate north. Their parents may very well have been
tureds voice. We onl y havbernher atdipndey =
ence events that can help us stay grounded and inspirefileadows, then flown

| always look forward to the forests and trails at Huntleysou'[h in the fall to lay
Meadows coming alive with the sounds of spring. The Cﬁggsﬁ a multk >
rus of spring peepers is another event that has the fores.qene'r"’lt'on"’lI migration
singing to us in the spring. When taking a walk on the similar to Monarch but-
trails, stop for a minute and listen to the sounds of naturEerﬂles Otherl velzr}al Zy-|
around you. It is different each time | stop and listen. ghopterans to look for are
Dondét forget to stop andteé“I mganbuat;)El
up too. Take a deep br eat'oiqral

at Huntley Meadows. There is nothing like it to inspire m f|:htect())cr)r?er o Itko\:‘v?t?e:?/vood Painted Skimmers (most
every day. Like the words of a popular song that we hae'"> sou S), S (mos

Sringtime
Darmer o f

r

rg

heard | ately, oOBecause ~Cﬁ{n”}9%t§aﬁsﬁnerc&ffﬂﬁéhreF@'kq Traw CPm {raﬁ)ms

lat on any sunny section of
and a new spring

0 Ha p poyg4). & you feel inspired mon Wh
consider sharing with all of your Do you need a receipt?

Friends of Huntley Meadows Park ) ing youcan help' us
on our facebook paghttps:// The 2014 tax season is here! If you find-the Springtime Darner. Not

wWww facebook.com/ paid membership dues or made a moWet seen in the Park, but almost cer-
friendsofhuntleymeadowspark | etary donation to FOHMP in 2014, tainly helzre, this bee}utlful Ode ap-
these contributions may be tax deducPSa's &long sunny forest streams in

. : ril and May. Try searching along
ible. If you would like a letter of re- P . :

A : ~ . Dogue Creek and tell us if you dis-
0Presidendchs tMas somng ceipt, please sengbur request to Covger onel y
friendsofhmp@gmail.com, and we'll be

SP

happy to provide one. 6Park Manageods dMessmaga
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Meet the Part -Time Staff
Part time staff means a staff member who works less than 40 hours per week. However, these staff members are nei-
ther part time enthusiastic about Huntley Meadows Park, nor is there anything half about their contributions.

Hello, my name is Brooke LaPorta. | have been coming to Huntley Meadows since | was a
child and began volunteering as a teenager many years ago. Huntley has played, and continue
o play, a key role in my love for nature and science. Sharing that love with the community
and individuals around me both in my personal and professional life is also key. | truly believe
hat nature is a universal teacher and that any individual from 1 to 100, no matter what their
\ =1 background and where they are in life, can experience growth by immersing themselves in

¢S nature. | now am a part time naturalist who runs after school programs and summer camps
here at Huntley Meadow#s a full time Biology and Geosystems teacher in Fairfax County
Public Schools, | often bring my students here and have accompanied my fellow teachers on
Park explorations as well! Stop by the Park and say Hi. | would love to talk and walk with you!

Brooke L orta
P |

~I' My name is Kylie Stark, and | graduated from George Mason
versity in 2011 with a degree in Conservation Biologjyhought the Naturalist internship
offered at Huntley Meadows would be a great way to put my degree to work. h a d
en much thought to teaching as an outlet for my environmental passion, but as | start
immerse myself in programming and working with children, | realized what an excelle
it was for me. | was hired as a Naturalist and Programmer for Huntley Meadows Park
March of 2013. | primarily run a Nature for Tiny Tots class fad
3.5 y/o, a Nature Detectives class ford® y/o, and during the

i summer | run nature camps for&6 y/o. | work with older chil-
dren as well, through school groups, outreach, family nature
' nights and working with Brooke for her series classes. | love \

“\ | ground in Biology but was inspired to do this work after becoming a Program Leader volun-
®0\l teer at the Park in 2008. | was hired as a Roving Naturalist for Fairfax County in 2013 and

I was able to visit all of the wonderful parks in the County, as well as meet many of the staff
I who work at the various parks. When a position opened up at Huntley Meadows in late
.Qé 2013, | jumped at the chance to work where my program journey had started. | have a great
% | love for Huntley Meadows and the people | interact with eve
time | come to the Park.

Anna Finch

my tasks include helping with the waitlist for programs, inputting the salesramthly
visitation statistics and entering volunteer hours. | currently volunteer as a Vernal Pog
veyor and just started with the Herbarium group. | learn somq
| thing new every day at Huntley Meadows and love

the wonderful staff, volunteers, and visitors who come here.
| Hope to see you at the Norma Hoffman Visitor Center or out
the Park!

My name is PJ Dunn. | have been participating adeader or
leader of programs at Huntley Meadows Park since 1992. Start-

ing with oView from the Tower, 6 | branche
oDragonflies. 6 | have since expanded my he
TWal k, 6 oBoardwal k Astronomy, 6 0Owl Outi ng

sharing my passion and knowledge of the Park with visitors. Please consider joining me for
one of the 25+ programs | participate in every year.
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Week Long Camps at Huntley Meadows Park

All programgequire reservations unless free. Sigrp s
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/parktakes, or cakZ8864. For help, call Huntley Meadows Park at6B2525.

can be done online usi

ng

SPRING BREAK!
Native American Survival Skills Ages 611  $295
Discover what daily life was like for the Eastern Woodland
American Indians. From animal tracking to shelter building,

children learn survival skills through outdoor activities, games,

crafts & stories. Bring lunch & drink. Download camp forms
from website.
9am4pm,March 30April 3, Registration Code: 3402230601

Di scover Natureds
Dondt wait unti.l summer t o
Come discover hidden places & habitats of woodland &
stream creatures with the guidance of a naturalist.
9:30am2:30pmMarch 30- April 3,

Reqgistration Code: 3402225201

Agesdd s $19@ s
p IDigcpvergigturess;ag t@rough sgienijfigapseryatian ysing

Wetlands Awareness Day
May 3rd, 2015 (Sunday), Noertpm
Come celebrate40 yearsof Huntley Meadows Park

activities and family fun!

with live animal and Park history presentations, nature

SUMMER
Reptile Rangers Ages 46  $190
Explore the world of reptiles & other coldblooded animals,
learn about the cool characteristics of creatures such as

snakes, turtles & frogs. Activities include hikes to the wetland,

arts & crafts, games, animal encounters & hamdactivities.
THREE Sessions offered 9d@pm:

June & June 12, Registration Code: 3402227101

July 13 July 17, Registration Code: 3402227102

August 3- August 7, Registration Code: 3402227104
ONE Session-#pm:

July 13 July 17, Registration Code: 3402227103

$190

Sense-ational Animals! Ages 46

Investigate the many ways animals see, hear, feel, & smell the
world around them. Each day focuses on a different animal &

its super senses!

9aml12pm, June 15June 19, Registration Cod&402957901
1-4pm, June 15June 19, Registration Code: 3402957902

$190

Insect Safari Ages 46

Come on a bug safari & explore the exciting world of bugs &

insects that inhabit our gardens, woods & wetlands. Collect,
examine & identify little creatures using magnifiers & micro-

scopes! Learn about their important jobs as pollinators & de-

composers through projects & investigations.

2 Sessions offered 9atrPpm

June 22 June 26, Registration Code: 3402959301
July 6- July 10, Registration Code: 3402959302

Nature Quest $295
Come explore at Huntley Meadows! Crafts, games, live ani-

mals & field study will be part of this weeklong adventure.
Ages 6-10, 9am4pm

Insects- June 22 June 26, Registration Code: 3402224701
Animal ClassificationJuly 610, Reg. Code: 3402224702
Reptiles- July 27 July 31, Registration Code: 3402224703
Ages 8-14, 9am4pm

Birds- July 20 July 24, Registration Code: 3402237501
Insects- Aug 17- Aug 21, Registration Code: 3402237502

Scientists & Artists

various mixed media; including pencils, paints, & photography.

Activities include experimenting with color & light, games &

building a naturalist journal to take home. Campers will exr
pl ore habitats such as for
non-tidal wetland!

Ages 6-9, $190

9am- 12pm, July 6 July 1QRegistration Code: 3402239201
Ages 8-12, $295

9am- 4pm, June 22 June 26, Registration Code: 34022355

Native American Survival Skills Ages 611 $295
See Spring Break Camp description, MarchAR0il 3.

9am- 4pm,July 27- July 31, Registration Code: 3402229801

Wilderness Survival Camp Ages 812 $235
Can you survive in the wild? Through hikes, talks, games
activities campers will learn & practice wilderness survival
skills while exploring the Park. No camp Jufy 3

9am- 4pm, June 29July 2, Registration Code: 3402232201

Extreme Naturalist 9am4pm Ages 812 $295

est

01

Spend each day with Park naturalists visiting different habjtats,
conducting field surveys, recording observations & exploring

the Park through lots of hands on activities!
July 13 July 17, Registration Code: 3402232601
August 3- August 7, Registration Code: 3402232602

Dig It!: Archaeology Adventures Ages 912 $295

Discover new treasures & learn how our ancestors lived. We

spend 2 days off site help
Team. We will visit an active dig & the archaeological re-
search lab in Annandale where we will investigate artifacts
found in the County.

July 6 July 10, Registration Code: 3402227901

August 10- August 14, Registration Code: 3402227902

Boy Scout Merit Badges (Ages 1117)

Archeology - 5/31- 10am3pm. $35
Registration Code: 3402739701

Please visit the Park website for additional Merit Badg
offerings this spring.
http://lwww.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/huntieyeadows
park/calendar.htm

ng
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The View from the Tower at Huntley Mead-
ows Park

A Volunteer Perspective by Curtis Gibbens

If you know me, you know my fascination with Huntley
Meadows Park (HMP) from the first time | stepped on
the boardwalk over the marsh. | thought | had stepped

ing skills, but I had my worn copy Bfational Geographic
Guide to Birdsith me for assistance.

My birding knowledge grew over the years thanks to
many friendly and helpful birders. | learned a lot about
different species, migration, what bird(s) you are most
likely to see at a certain time, and what comes or leaves

into the Everglades as | saw a dozen Egrets and h¢
songs of RedVinged Blackbirds throughout the
marsh. | also saw birds | had never seen or heard
fore, such as two YellovCrowned Night Herons and

King Rails. Another fascination was the amount of {4
tles, oblivious to people, resting on fallen branches|
beside the boardwalk. It was the first time | recog-
nized a wetland and found it hard to believe an en
ronment like this existed three miles from the belt- |

when the wetland changes.

8 | also met great photographers
(photography has always been a
very strong interest of mine).
Some photographers were just

| starting, the way | did when |
flrst came to the Park. | would
give them pointers, such as ear-
ly morning is the best time for

way.

I quickly became a boardwalk regular and started r{-
ognizing other boardwalk regulars. Two of the regul
lars 1 encountered and befriended were also volun-—_—_
teers at HMP. My interactions with them helped me=
realize | also wanted to follow in their footsteps and=>
play a role at the Park. .

| contacted the Park to inquire about volunteer op-
portunities. HMP staff member Ann (Annie) Stat aSkco

pictures, because of the sunlight
— and activity. | also met photog-

Great Blue Heron eatlng a Sunfls The visitors | enjoyed the most

by Curtis Gibbens were people who were unfamil-

if | would be willing to
the tower. | confirmed and met her one afternoon. Ann
provided the scope and walked with me to the board-
walk, setting an example as she socialized with the visi-
tors. She emphasized sharing something that a visitor
might not notice.

The requirements for the View from the Tower posi-

tion were not hard. | had to show up, return on time,
and record the number of contacts and bird sightings. |
regularly volunteered two Sunday afternoons a month.
Volunteering on weekends provided large counts of visi-
tor contacts, especially on nice days. If a scout troop
visited, my visitor counts would multiply.

The visitors | encountered most were birders. When |
first started, | was very familiar with birds | captured on
camera, like wading birds and ducks, but | lacked the
knowledge of songbirds. A few birders quizzed my bird-

iar with wetlands, the way | was

twidh § first entBredth@ PakkOF®r the H\(S)sttpért' the§ SC

enjoyed their walk on the boardwalk. When I invited
them to |l ook through the
Great Blue Heron, their interest peaked, especially that
of the young children. If the children had trouble reach-
ing the scope, | had them stand on the bench. They had
never noticed a large bird with all its feathers, face, and
beak in great detail. | would have to work much harder
to impress a hardcore birder.

P a

| enjoyed my time up on the tower. | highly recommend
this position to anyone with good birding skills who likes
socializing with other birders and people who would like
to know more about what they are looking at.

Note: Curtis will have a photo show at the Norma Hoffman
Visitor Center March/pril. One wall in the auditorium will
be strictly images taken at HMP.

Volunteer Positions Available

fts:

The park is looking for floating weekend, as well as, the below regular Volunteer On Duty (VOD) sH

Every 1st and 3rd Thursday morning
Every 2nd and 4th Friday morning

Contact Kat hl ee n-2506&K&HeenaO'Saga@fairfakc8unty.goe 8
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Thank You to Potomac Virginia Native Plant Society (VNPS)

I would like to thank VNPS president Alan Ford and all the members of VNPS for sponsoring another
mer internship at Huntley Meadows Park in 2015. This is the second year VNPS has sponsored an in
at HMP. The VNPS intern will focus on promoting and enhancing native plants and native plant comt
in the Park.

Virginia Native Plant Society

DaV'd LaWIOr ’ Conserving Wild Flowers and Wild Places
Natural Resource Manager

Monday Morning Bird Walk that it may bespeak the development of a new-sub
species. A couple of Greater White Fronted Geese

sum-
ternshi
munitie

| recall that all summer long while the wetland renova- ~ were spotted with all the Canada Geese during some of

tion project was underway, the regulars on the Monday our January walks. These birds nest in the Arctic and

Morning Bird Walk were eagerly anticipating the coming graze in agricultural land, marshes, and prairies. The

ir

of waterfowl in the winter. Since the project has in- appearance on the East Coast of North America is unu-

creased the water surface by about 50%, it seemed logi- sual as they are common from the Arctic north of Alas-

cal that there would be more ducksCoots, Grebes, ka to their normal wintering grounds in Texas and fur-

and so forth. So, here it is winter, and where are all ther into Central America.

these ducks? The populations on the Potomac are as

prolific as in the past; waterfowl are haunting other fa-  So, bundle up and come join us on any Monday morning

miliar places around the County such as Burke Lake, the at 8AM. If nothing else, you can congratulate yourself

Kingstowne stormwater pond, Lake Accotink, etc., but ~ on how rugged you are!

very little activity at Huntley Meadows. In past years, we

could routinely count 150 Greewinged Teal, 50 to 60 Harry Glasgow

Northern Pintails, and vast numbers of Hooded Mergan-

sers, Northern Shovelers, and Ruddy Ducks throughout As we announce at the end of our weekly reftrs, "

the central wetland. On the walks this winter, it is not Monday Morning Bird Walk has been a weekly event at

unusual to find no Teal, a few Pintails, and only a pair or Huntley Meadows Park since 1985. It takes place every

two of Mergansers. week, rain or shine (except during electrical storms, strong
winds, or icy trails), at 7AM (8AM from November through

| asked Huntley naturalist Dave Lawlor about this short- March), is free of charge, requires no reservation, and is

age of waterfowl, and his opinion was that the sub- open to all. Birders meet in the parking lot at the Park's en-

merged vegetation that these birds feed on has not yet trance at 3701 Lockheed Blvd, Alexandria, VA. Questions

had a chance to develop since the construction work. If should be directed to Park staff during normal business hour

there is nothing to eat, the waterfowl go elsewhere, at (703)7682525." So, come on out and joinA/&M in
such as the Potomac River. Our hope is that with lower the summer, and 8 AM in the winter.

water levels this summer, plant life will flourish and will
attract many more wintering waterfowl to Huntley next
year. Cross your fingers.

The winter Huntley Meadows Monday Morning Bird
Walks have been tests of our birders' endurance. With
cold mornings, more than average precipitation, and
what appears to be a general decline in winter birds, our
successes have been limited. Some of the standout sight
ings have been regular visits by one or two Marsh
Wrens in the vicinity of the weather station. This is unu-
sual since the records of the Virginia Society of Orni-
thology point out that these birds are rare winter visi-
tors. We have been watching what we believe is a pair
of hybridized Mallard X Black Ducks mingling with the
other Mallards most of the winter. Some ornithologists

Greater White-fronted Goose,Anser alibifrons

suggest that this cross is becoming more common, and
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Support the Huntley Meadows Park Birdathon

Huntley Meadows Birdathon 2015 - Tuesday, May 12th

It is dark and, while it is the beginning of May, there is still a chill in th®aihoth sides of the Park, cars pull intbe
parkinglotsThe occupants get out andéoShhhhéwho is that
mi ceéoh, would that Wren be quiet f or-ThoatedcGreemNae a h

b | eQnly diter listening to the dawn chorus of the birds do the people from the cars turn their attention to each

other and prepare to set out on the Annual Huntley Meadows Park (HMP) Birdathon.

Every year on a springtime Tuesday morning, Park staff and volunteers spread out across HMP to count the bi
1997, an annual survey evolved into an event to remember and honor two exceptionalkeertioward and Ed

Weigel.Both were volunteers who inspired a love of nature within the Park visitors they met. Their work continues to

this day through the Parkd6s Resource Management |
young person with the opportunity to begin a career in conservation and to get ham@xperience in this wonderfu
Par k. Here i s what some of the past yearsd intern

OA couple of months ago | worked as a bank teller
a B.S. in Earth and Environmental Sciences, | felt | was wasting my pdtessalherefore ecstatic when Dave Lawl
caledmeinmiMay to offer me the position. o

ol have | earned countl|l ess f orld&svte, | maadcewl, haomwd tweti
brates, snails, herps, and even a few birdsbysbng.ve | earned about invasive
OFrom continuing the water quality monitoring pro

Idem
pl al

gr a

went a prescribed burn, and learning about the planned wetland restoration project, every aspect of my college major

was put to good use. o

0l was interested in | earning more about birds an
0l was asked what | would Ilike to take away most
be more knowledgeable in plant identification. I

at so much morel! 6

d r

fro
can

The FOHMP Board requests donations to support this annual event which, in turn, funds the yearly Resource Manage
ment InternshipWhile most folks make a straight donation, the donation can also be based on the number of species

found during the Birdathon. If you donate fifty cents for each species seen, 100 species (the target number for

yeards Birdathon) would produce a donation of $50.

goal of $2,800.

Thank you very much! e
The Board of Friends of Huntley Meadows Park

2015 BIRDATHON AT HUNTLEY MEADOWS PARK

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: ZIP:

DONATION AMOUNT:

Please make checks payable to FOHMP

Mail this form and check to:
Birdathon, Huntley Meadows Park
3701 Lockheed Blvd., Alexandria, VA 22306

Results will be posted by June 1 on the FOHMP website: www.friendsofhuntleymeadows.org

each
T
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Audubon Society Christmas Bird Count (CBC)

Each November, birders interested in participating in the CBC can sign up and join in through the Audubon we
From December 14 through January 5 each year tens of thousands of volunteers throughout the Americas bra
wind, or rain, and take part in the effort. Audubon and other organizations use data collected in thisitomgg wild-
life census to assess the health of bird populatioaisd to help guide conservation actioertaken from
https://www.audubon.org/content/histoghristmasbird-count

bsite.

By PJ Dunn

Cold...wet. Two words that aptly describe the poawn
hours of January 4, 2015. A steady, light rain fell on me
as | traversed the walkways, riverfront and fields of
George Washingtonds home,
At 4 AM | was hoping to spot or hear one of the resi-
dent owls that hunt the grounds all around the mansion.
This morning | witnessed one lone Barred Owl. In previ-
ous years | have seen Screech and Great Horned Owils.
This morning was unusually lonely.

At 7 AM the rest of the 13 intrepid volunteers and |

met at the Roy Rogers on Rt. 1 to break up into five
groups that would fan out and cover the entire Mt.
Vernon sector of the Fort Belvoir count area. Our sec-
tor includes the Mt. Vernon Plantation, Woodlawn Plan-
tation, Jackson Abbott National Wildlife Refuge, Wood-

the other sectors and came up with 113 species for the
entire circle. Not a bad dayenjoyed by all. We are
looking forward to doing it all again next year.

By MetinaMt . Vernon Pl antation.
On the 4th of January, ten hardy folks braved the cold,
wet and, initially, dark to survey the birds at Huntley
Meadows Park for the 2014 CBClhe CBC was start-

ed in 1900 as an alternative to the traditional Christmas
"Side Hunt"™- a contest to see who could shoot the

most game (both feathered and furry®ince then, the
CBC has grown into one of the best known and sup-
ported citizen science endeavors with tens of thousands
of people participating each year across all of North

America.

lawn Stables and all the parks in between. Sponsored by Huntley Meadows Park is part of the Fort Belvoir CBC

the Audubon Society, the Christmas Bird Count has
taken place every year since 1900. The data collected is
used to study the longerm health and status of bird
populations across North America. Tens of thousands
of volunteers participate
cles, 6 of which Fort
the count circle has a 15 mile radius, which covers a lot
of ground, even parts of Maryland! This circle is divided
into ten sectors of which our sector is included.

By the end of the day of scouring all the fields, wetlands,
parks, streams, rivers, historical sites and parking lots,
our teams tallied 59 species consisting of over 5,000
individual birds. This is considered average for our sec-
tor. While some more common species were no shows,
i.e., Bufflehead, Scaup, Common Merganser, Sharp
Shinned Hawk and Brown Creeper, we did have some
memorable highlights. One volunteer spotted her first
singing Hermit Thrush. How cool is that? There were
also the playful Turkeys at Woodlawn Plantation, color-
ful Wood Ducks at Jackson Abbott, a rattling Kingfisher
and flocking Cedar Waxwings at Mt. Vernon and the
majestic Bald Eagles soaring over the Potomac River.

Fortunately, the daylight birding weather was much
more cooperative than the early morning weather;
mostly sunny and modestly cool for the time of year. As
the sun was setting on our day, we added our count to

B e | v oof 67 species amchoger 5,50 imdividual kirdsaddin

circle, and four teams were out counting birds across
the Park... from Visitor Center and central wetland
boardwalk over to the hike/bike trail, up and down the
various power easements that crisscross the Park, and
south orotme énforonél tratil. The teama coynted actatall n t

tion to the expected high numbers of Canada Geese
(835), Mallards (335), American Crows (163), Carolina
Chickadees (131), Northern Cardinals (155), White
Throated Sparrows (665) and Song Sparrows (320),
there were also Bald Eagles (3), Barred Owls (4), Win-
ter Wrens (6), Tree Sparrows (1), Fox Sparrows (4),
Brown Creepers (13), Hermit Thrushes (8), Brown
Thrashers (2) and a single Gray Catbird who appears to
have plans to spend the winter in the first meadow
along the hike/bike path.

In addition to assisting with the study of leteym

health and status of North American bird populations,
participating in the CBC is just plain fuBirders of all

skill levels and from a variety of backgrounds gather to-
gether to look for birds, listen for birds and talk about
birds, while walking around the wonderful environment
that is Huntley Meadows Parkdow can that not be a
great time?Come join us next year!

ve SNoV

Lor
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Norma Hoffman Visitor Center: A Closer Look

By Carolyn Gamble, Friends of Historic Huntley

How closely have you explored the exhibits in the Norma
Hoffman Visitor Center? The exhibit panels to the left of th
entrance reveal the history of the land that is now Huntley
Meadows Park (HMP). In this and future newsletters, the
Friends of Historic Huntley will spotlight one of the historica
images on display, in hopes that you will investigate further
during your next visit. H
about as we mark the 40anniversary of the Park.

On one exhibit panel there is a photograph of a young worr
in a close fitting, flapper style hat and knee length summer
dress. She smiles broadly while standing on aweih dirt

path lined by trees. She is holding a long stemmed flower,
haps casually picked on a leisurely Sunday afternoon stroll
maybe a young suitor (with a camera) gave it to herin a ro
mantic gesture. So why is this picture in the exhibits? Wh
does this have to do with

The picture was taken c. 1920. The welbrn path in the

picture ran along a property boundary dating to theé"I&ntu-
ry that now forms the northern edge of the Park. The youn
woman in the photograph lived on a farm located where Hy
Valley Elementary School is now. Her name was Mary We
Scheeler. She passed away in 1997 at the age of 92. Par
interviewed her on several occasions. She told us about p
sum hunting, walking to Old Town for school, the beautiful
view from the upstairs bedroom at Huntley and much more

Mary called the path in th

it started out wide like a road, then narrowed to a path as o
travelled west. This country lane connected Richmond Hig
way to South Kingds Highwa

Mary donated the original picture to us, and it is now in Fai
County Park Authority Collections. And yes, a young suito
did give her the flower and took her picture when they were
out for a stroll along the country lane almost 100 years ago

Today, Maryds granddaught e
steps with visits to HMP and the Norma Hoffman Visitor Ce

ter. Next time
you are at the
Center, be sure

to | ocate Maryos
photograph,

and discover

more about

Huntl eylds past.

Mary Wease on Hunty

|l ey ocount

Treasurer's Report

FOHMP Mid -Year Financial Statement

Income:

Memberships
Donations
Sales

Parking Donations

Grants
Misc. Income

Total Income

Expenses
Park Program Support
Seasonal Salaries
Naturalist Intern
Resource Management
Financial Aid
Resource Management
Building Operations/Grounds
Special Projects

Subtotal
FOHMP Operating Expenses
Newsletter
Sales
Fundraising
40th Anniversary
Website

Friends of Historic Huntley
Misc. Expenses

Subtotal

Total Expenses

FOHMP continues to do brisk apparel and used boak
sales, and we are delighted to be supporting the Pa
staff throughout the year as we celebrate 40 years of
Huntley Meadows Park. Our annual memberships are

higher than anticipated

Budgeted

$4,500.00
6,000.00
6,000.00
10,000.00

3,000.00
4,500.00
$33,500.00

$1,200.00
2,800.00
2,800.00
500.00
3,000.00
8,500.00
3,400.00
$22,200.00

$1,700.00
4,500.00
200.00
3,000.00
400.00

500.00
1,000.00
$11,300.00

$33,500.00

- Thanks to all of you!

ry lane. o

Actual

$3,360.00
2,976.37
3,210.07
3,673.57

1,750.00
30.05
$15,000.06

$800.00
1,800.00
1,800.00
0.00
1,961.55
2,659.44
1,000.00
$10,020.99

$734.30
1,517.57
0.00
1,710.47
0.00

458.22

200.47

$4,621.03

$14,642.02

0
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